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Model Codes
 International Codes

• Building Standards Commissions adopts model codes every 3 years.

 California Codes
• State of California adopts, amends and publishes State code by July.

 Local Ordinance
• Local Fire agencies may amend to include more restrictive requirements.
• Amendments due climate, topography, and/or geography only.
• Regional Fire agencies in agreement

o (El Dorado County, EDHFD, Rescue, Diamond Springs, Pioneer, and 
Cameron Park)



Local Amendments
 Local Fire agencies may make changes.

• Changes for local needs
• Can’t be less restrictive

 Amendments due to climate, topography,   
and/or geography only.

 Regional Fire agency collaboration
• (EDHFD, El Dorado County, Diamond Springs, Pioneer, Mosquito, Cameron 

Park, and Lake Valley)



Major Code Changes
Clarified ceremonial and/or religious 

open burning.

 Added illumination to addresses for new 
commercial buildings. 

 Added 1 interior audible/visual fire alarm 
device in sprinkler supervision alarms.



Major Code Changes

 Clarified fire alarm requirement for 
buildings under 3,600 square feet.

 Removed requirement for 72-hour 
stand-by battery for fire alarm systems.

 Added vegetation clearance for 
buildings under construction.



Major Code Changes
 Removed requirement for passive purge 

residential sprinkler systems.

 Clarified fire flow reduction of 50%.

 Clarified 300-ft commercial hydrant 
spacing.

 Increased fire lane width for aerial access 
from 26-ft to 28-ft.



Further Examination of 
Changes

 Concerns from members of the public and 
industry professionals

FD prevention and Operations staff are going to 
further examine the proposed changes to 
ensure effectiveness and necessity

Possible updates brought back for Sept BOD 
meeting



Changes - Further Examination 
 Driveway definition- Consider alignment with Title14

 Hose reach under certain conditions- Exceptions for sprinklered 
homes with defined distance

 Sprinkler requirements for change in occupancy- Consider 
omitting the entire building for a single unit changed 

  LPG Maximum limits- Analysis with permit vs. distance  

 Address Illumination- Adding industrial and clarify distance and 
from what point it measured from 



Changes - Further Examination 
Cont.

 Driveway and Road grade- Remove exceptions that reference 
DOT manual

 Gate- Aligning with Title 14 
 Address Illumination- Adding industrial and clarify distance and 

from what point it measured from 
 Parking / Fire Lane- Consider reduction to align closer to base 

code and reduce gap between no parking on 1 side and 2 side.
 Circumferential access- Consider tying to a standard to when its 

required and provide exceptions 
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