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The Case for the Preservation of Rasmussen Pond and its Meadows
as a Nature Park

A very special place in Cameron Park

The property, locally known as “Rasmussen Pond” (aka Pine Hill Reservoir, Pine Hill
Preserve Reservoir) is a 104 acre parcel of land east of Rasmussen Park in Cameron Park.
Although it is privately owned, over the last 40 years it has been discovered by 100’s of

local residents as a place “to get away from it all”.

\ |

TN A LAND FOR SALE

POND

Owned by
EL DORADO

PINE HiLL PRESERVE

MapSource: www.gotnet.net

Rasmussen Pond and the area surrounding it is presently FOR SALE and could have
over 400 houses built on it if sold to a land developer.

(reference: EDC zoning R1A and land use HDR)

Asking price is $6.9 million ($66,000 per acre). The sale is “Pending” to a land developer.
There is no doubt that to recoup the price of 6.9 million dollars the developer plans to
build 5 houses to the acre with minimal offsets for trails around the pond and streams.
Such development would have many other significant detrimental impacts on the region.

Before the public was notified that it was for sale, the American River Conservancy, the
Bureau of Land Management(BLM) and El Dorado County(EDC) were offered the land.
They were not interested because it did not have endangered plant species plus the
asking price was too high. It could be argued that the asking price is not out of the
ballpark considering the price paid by BLM and EDC for the adjoining properties.

EDC purchased the land to the southeast in 2014 for $18,000 per acre.
BLM (PHP) purchased the land to the southwest in 2000 for $35,000 per acre.



The pond is nestled in a small valley far enough away from roads and housing
developments that it provides a feeling of “being in nature” for those who visit. And visit
they do - at least 600 per week. They walk (with/without dogs), run, bicycle, photograph,
bird watch etc. Many with family and friends.

A group of residents formed to find a way of preserving this natural gem in the heart of
Cameron Park. At this time a website has been setup and the potential sale publicized on
internet social platforms. In only a few weeks there have been 300+ expressions of
support to preserve this area as a nature park. See: www.RescueRasmussenPond.com
Many of the visitors to the website have expressed their feelings about the area. A list of
names and comments have been provided.

The group has had discussions with County Supervisor Lori Parlin, El Dorado

Community Foundation and Cameron Park Community Service District(CP CSD). All
have been supportive.

It is of interest to note that, in the latest CP CSD Parks and Recreation Report, that one of
the objectives is to alleviate the pressure on Cameron Park Lake. See: Big Picture
Strategies in

https://www.cameronpark.0r2/files/34b093936/Park—Improvement-Plan—PPt.pdf




It is not surprising that so many people visit this area. In the Cameron Park CSD Park and
Recreation Master Plan 2014, is tabulated the “Predicted Activity Preference” of
residents. Of the 37 activities surveyed, the top of the list is Bird watching 68%, closely
followed, in order by Backpacking/Hiking 60%, Bicycling - mountain in/road 57%,
Education courses 55%, and Photography 55%.

ref: https://www.cameronpark.org/files/1e8833al5/Cameron-Park-CSD-Parks-and-
Recreation-Master-Plan-Update-Final-2014-05-14.pdf p42)

It is most likely that if it was public land, and advertised as a park by the CP CSD, many
more people would visit as it is within walking and cycling distance of more than 1000
homes and a 5 to 10 minute drive from most of Cameron Park.

Even though it is private land, many of the trails are described on websites such as:
alltrails.com, trailforks.com, eldoradohiking.com. Also it has multiple entry points with
good off street and on street parking that do not interfere with nearby residents.

The attraction is the numerous “social” trails through an area containing grassland, open
oak forest, high chaparral, riparian, aquatic shore and freshwater ecological systems.
More than 60 bird species have been identified in the area (see www.ebird.org) plus
numerous other wildlife, plants and significant Native American artifacts.

It can be visited for a peaceful half hour stroll or a rigorous half day hike.

The land parcel is sandwiched between two other parcels which are or are soon to be, part
of the Pine Hill Preserve. These publicly owned parcels have been purchased for
$1,817,00 with government agency funds. Unfortunately, these parcels are in dense
woodlands and have steep rugged terrain. Although they contain the rare and endangered
plant species, they do not have the variety of nature, view sheds and peacefulness that is

attractive to the general public.

The objective of the Rescue Rasmussen Pond group is to preserve this area AS IS and as
it has been used and maintained by the public for at least 40 years. NO facilities such as
graded paths, NO playgrounds, NO park benches, NO picnic tables, NO toilets. NO trash
cans etc. etc. Some improvements, maintenance and trash clearing has been carried out

by volunteer residents over the years.

There are some “natural” parks in Cameron Park but they are a only few acres in extent
and do not offer anything like the “nature” experience of visiting Rasmussen Pond.

In short, this area would make a great “Nature Park” for the community of Cameron Park
and surrounding regions. As a nature park, its natural diversity and uniqueness would be
a resource for nature study by local schools and a natural area facility for groups like the

the Boy Scouts, church groups, etc



Cameron Park: “A Special Place to Live”

The preservation of Rasmussen Pond would certainly show that Cameron Park lives up to
its motto.

To view photos that show the great natural beauty of Rasmussen Pond and its Meadows
visit the website: www.RescueRasmussenPond.com



COMPARISON

AREA (acres)

without pond

with preserves on boundary
Car park spaces

VISITS
per week
per year

limits

ACCESS

Vehicle

foot/bicycle

handicapped access
MAINTENANCE

Cost per year

Volunteer

ACTIVITIES AND FACILITIES
Trails

Walking

Dog Walking

Running

Cycling

Tennis

Pickle Ball

Disc Golf

Playground

Toilets

Kiosk

Picnic tables, benches etc
Informal picinic areas
Trash Cans
PHOTOGRAPHY

View sheds

Wild flowers

Birds

ENVIRONMENT

Houses - proximity
Roads/Traffic - major road proximity
Other preserves - proximity

HABITAT

Tree Varieties

Plant Varieties

Birds Varieties
BOUNDARY PRESERVES

CP Lake Rasmussen
56.5 104.0
11.5 100.0

16
60 }

off street

200
10000
over used

parking space

1 1

$50,000?
NO

limited
limited

Oft
2501t
none

few
few
none

Pond

8 rare and endangered species

could spread given the space



Recommended Parks and Recreattion Acres per Head of Population
Reference: Cameron Park CSD Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update Final 2014

for Other Parks 5
for Nature Parks 5
Cameron Park Population 18 thousand

AREA OF PARKS LISTED ON CP CSD WEBSITE

Other Nature Total
Cameron Park Lake 56.5
Christa McAuliffe Park 71
Dave West Park 6.2
Eastwood Park 2.2
Gateway Park 13.3
Dog Park 4.9
Northview Park 5.2
Rasmussen Park 10.1
Royal Park 10.4
Total Area 87.3 28.6 115.9
acres/pop 4.9 1.6 6.4
Area of Lake in CP Lake park 45.0
Total without lake 42.3 28.6 70.9
acres/pop 24 1.6 3.9
Area of Rasmussen Pond 4.0
Area of Rasmussen Meadows 100.0
Total without Lake and Pond 42.3 128.6 170.9
acres/pop 24 71 9.5
Area Contiguous BLM land parcels 60.0
Total 188.6

acres/pop 10.5



Preservation Rasmussen Pond and Meadows as a Nature Park for Public Use

Presentation to Board of Directors
Cameron Park Community Services District
November 17, 2021

The following is a summary of the situation determined from first hand sources.

A developer, The True Life Companies (the company), has an option fo buy the
Rasmussen Pond parcel of land.

The option expires Dec 15 with no further extensions.

It is the same company that attempted to build 1400 houses at San Stino and 600
houses at Dixon Ranch. The company failed to obtain approval from EDC BOS for
both developments due to resistance from the surrounding community.

To justify the price of the land there is no doubt that the company plans to build as
many houses as possible on the land which is likely to be 400 single dwellings. Each

on one fifth of an acre.
Without a sufficient and effective resistance from the community this is what will

happen.

It is possible that with sufficient pressure from the community, the company will
walk away from the sale. As yet the company has not invested any significant funds.

It is understood that the CPCSD has no ultimate control over what happens to the land.
It is completely determined by the EDC BOS.

Perhaps the CPCSD considers that not voicing any opposition to the sale it will be ina
better position to negotiate peripheral arrangements with the company for parks and
trails.

It is most likely that once the company has approval to develop the land from BOS it
will do whatever it wishes to maximize its profits regardless of requests from the
CPCSD.

The support of the CPCSD to preserve the land for public use is a key factor to
persuade the company to walk away from the sale.
To this end it is suggested that CPCSD make the following statements:

Rasmussen Pond and Meadows (RP) would be a great and unique recreation
asset as a Nature Park for Cameron Park.

There is a large and growing number of residents that support the preservation
of RP as a Nature Park

RP as a Nature Park would significantly reduce the pressure on Cameron Park
Lake

The CPCSD will suppeort the effort to build community support for the
preservation of RP for public use.

Non of the above is committing CPCSD to any financial or other obligations.
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	z - handout El Dorado Disposal
	z - handout Rescue Rasmussen Pond
	z - handout Rescue Rassmussen Pond photos

